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Professional Performance Guideline

Scan time guidance
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Review date: November 2025
Document version number: V1.0
Suggestions for improvement of this guideline are welcome and should be sent to the Chair of the PSC
see www.svtgbi.org.uk for current Chair details.



Introduction
This guideline was prepared by the Professional Standards Committee (PSC) of the Society for Vascular Technology (SVT) as a template to aid the clinical vascular scientist / vascular sonographers and other interested parties. It may be used in part or in its entirety with suitable additions made by local policy implementors.

Suggestions for improving this guideline are welcome and should be sent to the Chair of the PSC; see www.svtgbi.org.uk for current Chair details.

Purpose
The purpose of this document is to give managers a starting point for preparing workload and time/capacity planning – please see appendix 1.

The following is a list of points that need to be considered when reading the table in Appendix1:

1. Scan time versus reporting time
2. Image storage requirements
3. Reporting platform – PACS, CRIS, internal system, paper….
4. Is there a separate reporting room?
5. Is there a maximum number/limit on number of scans locally?
6. HCA availability/support in the unit
7. RSI issues need to be considered
8. Scan time quoted does not mean that we are doing the right thing
9. Time taken for each assessment is dependent on experience of the Clinical Vascular Scientist
10. Trainee times could be longer than that of an AVS
11. How in-depth is the scan (Aorta to ankle, BK deep veins for DVT, basic screening for carotids etc..
12. What is a sustainable/paced number of scans achievable on a routine basis?
13. Some units have an abundance of one type of scan - need to mix and match scan
14. Need to engage with colleagues in the unit so that they are aware that their job involves more than scanning
15. May be used as a starting point for planning clinics and scanning sessions
16. May be amended to suit local practice
17. May be used as documented support against unreasonable management requests
18. May be used to allocate non-scanning sessions for scientists with a recommendation of 20% time allocation for audit/research/CPD

REFERENCES:

1 The Society for Vascular Technology of Great Britain and Ireland. Service Specification Document https://www.svtgbi.org.uk/ 
2 https://www.sor.org/getmedia/f410ebaf-3317-47cb-b3f4-032de60fc0ed/ultrasound_examination_times_and_appointments.pdf_2
3 https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/quality-standard-for-imaging-qsi.pdf
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