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Clinical Physiology Register

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q. Why should I apply to join the Academy’s Accredited Register?
A. Registration shows that an individual is committed to upholding high professional standards and to keeping their knowledge, skills and experience up-to-date through ongoing professional development.
Being on an Accredited Register is important for the protection of patients and is increasingly viewed as essential by employers, providers, commissioners and patients themselves.  Proof of registration on a register accredited by the Professional Standards Authority (PSA) is likely to become increasingly expected by these groups.  For those not qualified to join the statutory register of the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC), voluntary registration through the AHCS register is the only available option.

Q. What does being on the register actually mean?
A. Being on the register mean have been assessed as proficient and agree to comply with the requirements of Good Scientific Practice, including keeping your Continuing Professional Development up-to-date.
Good Scientific Practice represents standards and values that apply throughout an individual’s career in healthcare science at any level of practice. The standards will be contextualised by the role within healthcare science that an individual undertakes and are used to approve education and training programmes. 
The Standards of Proficiency cover three areas:
1. Professional autonomy and accountability
2. Skills required for practice as a Clinical Physiologist
3. Knowledge of Healthcare Science
These standards are not the same as a person’s ‘scope of practice’ which is defined as the area or areas of a registrant’s profession in which they have the knowledge, skills and experience to practise lawfully, safely and effectively, in a way that meets our standards and does not pose any danger to the public or to themselves.
We recognise that the practice of experienced registrants often becomes more focused and
specialised over time. This might be because of specialisation in a particular area of practice or with a particular group, or a movement into roles in management, education or research.  
As a registrant’s scope of practice changes, they may not be able to demonstrate that they meet each and every standard required in the Standards of Proficiency. This is not a problem, as long as they make sure that they are practising safely and effectively within their given scope of practice and do not practise in the areas where they are not proficient.


Q. I am eligible to apply to join the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC) statutory register; do I need to apply to be on this register as well?
A. No, because the statutory register already covers you in relation to the ‘Fitness to Practise’ status that employers recognise as being important.  If you trained solely in Clinical Physiology, then the route of statutory registration and regulation is not presently open to you and you are encouraged to register voluntarily with the AHCS.

Q. Does the development of the Accredited Register by the AHCS mean that it is not interested in statutory registration?
A. No. The AHCS remains committed to the goal of statutory regulation across the whole Healthcare Science workforce. 
The Government stated in its Command Paper Cm 8008: Enabling Excellence: Autonomy and Accountability for Health and Social Care Staff published in February 2011, that extensions to statutory regulation would only be considered “where there is a compelling case on the basis of a public safety risk and where assured voluntary registers are not considered sufficient to manage this risk”. 
It remains to be seen what stance the Government takes in the future, but for the time being registration remains voluntary.

Q. I am already on a Practitioner Training Programme (PTP), which Part of the AHCS Register should I join?
A. You should apply to join the PTP Part of the AHCS Register, because the new Clinical Physiology section of the AHCS Register has only been established for persons qualified through clinical physiology courses that do not meet the PTP specification.

Q. Does being on the AHCS Register prevent me from belonging to other registers or professional bodies?
A. No. The Academy has good links with all relevant professional bodies and encourages professional body membership to complement your voluntary registration.

Q. If I decide to join this Part of the AHCS register, will it be accredited by the PSA?
A. The existing Parts of the AHCS Register (Practitioner Training Programme and Higher Specialist Scientist) are already accredited by the PSA.  This Part will also be once PSA accreditation is received (accreditation applied for on 20th June 2017).

Q. How much will it cost me to register with the Academy?
A. If you apply by the end of July 2017, the first year’s registration will be free. Thereafter there will be a small annual renewal fee.

Q. My qualification is not on the list of Approved Courses, but I have been working as a clinical physiologist for some time and I am interested in applying for Equivalence for this Part of the Academy’s Register
A. As yet there is no Equivalence route for the Clinical Physiology Part of the register, but we are looking into the possibility of creating one and will provide an update on our web site in autumn 2017. 
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