CONFERNCE CALL-EdComm subgroup 26TH MAY 2020

	In attendance
	

	Heather Anderson
	Education Committee Chair

	Laura Haworth
	Theory Examination Officer

	Hannah Williamson
	Interim Practical Examinations Officer (covering for Kelly-Marie Swagell)



	Amy Bolsworth
	CPD Officers (co-CPD Hannah Lines)

	Ryan Ward
	SVT Trainee Representative


Spring 2020 SVT Theory Exams-CANCELLED 11th February 2020 - 7th April 2020
All SVT members have been informed of cancelled exams. All registrants have either cancelled or deferred to Autumn 2020 examination. For those who have deferred, Inteleos will email members with instruction on how to register for autumn exams once registration opens.

ACTION: Laura to email list of any members who state they did not receive initial SVT email from Heather informing them of cancelled Spring 2020 exams. Heather to either cross check with sent emails, and if no email sent, send apology email to member. 

One member goes on maternity leave June. As Inteleos do not offer refunds, SVT have offered to pay for member to site both theory exams in 2021 (£250), as signed off by Lee Smith (SVT president). 

ACTION: Confirm with Hannah Williamson that member has been informed of SVTs offer to pay for theory exams in 2021. 
Points to consider:

1. By deferring  to Autumn 2020 theory exams, some members who planned to sit Spring 2020 theory exams may now have >5 years from first theory exam.
OUTCOME: 
SVT will honour circumstances and allow an extension from Spring to Autumn 2020. Member should also have also applied to sit practical exam within 5 years of sitting first theory exam (this would have been May 2015). Applications to sit practical exam should have been made by COVID19 restrictions date March. 
In summary, if a member was due to sit their 2nd theory exam Spring 2020, to then sit practical exam May 2020, the SVT will honor an extension to 31st December 2020.
Autumn examination dates are 4th August 2020-13th October 2020. 
ACTION: Theory and practical examination officers to document decision and save to google drive associated with their email accounts. 

SVT PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS ON HOLD

Points to consider

1. COVID19 suspension of practical examinations pushes member into >5 years since passing theory examinations (ie prior to May 2015).

OUTCOME: If member had applied to sit practical exam prior to COVID19 (apply before March19 to sit exam May 2020) then SVT will honour this and allow member to sit SVT practical exam as soon as the ‘new normal’ resumes. Need to discuss when this would be appropriate as we need to ensure that any examinations involving patients/members are justified and safe. 
ACTION: Hannah Williamson will alert EdComm of members affected by the above issue. 

2. Will members with applications on hold, or practical exam cancelled be expected to re-submit 25 scans of each modality post COVID, prior to new practical examination date? 

Heather to discuss colleague’s situation-planned to sit practical before maternity leave starting June, however application on hold due to COVID. Will colleague now have to re-submit upon her return from maternity leave? 

POINTS TO CONSIDER: Committee raised point that 25 scans of each modality ensure that the candidate is currently scanning to a high standard leading up to their practical examinations, however it is appreciated that those members who had applied prior to COVID19 had already demonstrated working to this standard, should they then be expected to build a portfolio of 75 scans to resubmit when exams open back up again?

We also need to consider that access to particular scan types may be restricted during post COVID19. 
OUTCOME: EdComm struggling to find a middle ground as both sides of arguments are valid. 

· Hannah Williamson to provide number of candidates who have practical examination currently on hold. Have any of those members expressed concern surrounding access to certain scan types? 

· As candidates have already submitted 75 scans at time of application, do we ask for a reduced number (10 of each scan type?) to be submitted  prior to new post COVID19 examination date? This ensures that the member has continued to practice in the time leading up to the practical. 
· Revisit once we know how many members this affects. 
MAJOR CPD EVENTS CANCELLED

Points to consider

1. Charing Cross has been cancelled. VS/SVT AGM likely to be a virtual meeting this year. Members have expressed concern over cancelled study leave/funding. 

OUTCOME: CPD team will issue members with CPD exemption certificates as soon as we know more about when the ‘new normal’ will resume. Exemption will work in similar manner to maternity/paternity CPD exemptions, approx 0.8 CPD per month. We may need to consider extending exemptions into membership year 2020-2021. 
CPD to determine start dates for COVID19 period.  1st March 2020-finish date

Member can accrue 2CPD points by completing the summer 2020 online CPD questions. Should we consider keeping Spring 2020 online CPD questions open (if website allows functionality) to give members further opportunity to undertake CPD?.
OUTCOME:Heather had emailed Carlos (website officer) and Alison (online CPD questions co-ordinator, soon to be Ryan Ward from Summer 2020 onwards) to see if this is visible. 

ROUTINE IMAGING SUSPENDED

Points to consider

1. Members working towards their AVS portfolio may experience reduced access to certain scan types during suspension of routine imaging. This would results in longer time to complete AVS logbook, which may impact 5 year expiry period from sitting theory exams to passing practical. This may impact professional progression and have financial implications with regards to AfC banding and re-sitting theory exams. 
2. Members who had limited access to Varicose Vein imaging prior to COVID19 may now have limited access to scan type at other centres due to re-prioritisation of services. 

OUTCOME: 

· SHORT TERM
· Extend theory exam expiry to 6 years? 

For the year ahead, do we consider reducing the scan numbers required from AVS trainees in their 3rd year of training to support those members nearing AVS accreditation, see Core Modality 3 box. 
LONG TERM

· If venous insufficiency services are pulled across the UK, with reduced demand for scientists competency in venous insufficiency scans, could we consider turning the AVS practical exam into a modular system. For example, a trainee in one centre may only wish to obtain an AVS module in arterial, ABPI and carotid imaging. If they then go on to work in another department who perform venous insufficiency scans, they could undertake their venous module? In a similar way to building credits for a PgC, PgD and MSc, individual AVS modules total to full accreditation. 
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Current minimum scan numbers. Accreditation Document (2018)
Proposed changes
	
	CORE MODALITY 1

	
	Carotid Doppler
	Required Numbers

	Compulsory Elements
	Bilateral Carotid Duplex (ex f/up scan)
	Min 500

	Optional Elements
	Intraoperative carotid duplex
	Max 50

	
	Follow-Up Carotid duplex
	Max 50

	
	TCD imaging 
	Max 50

	TOTAL
	MINIMUM
	600


	
	CORE MODALITY 2

	
	Peripheral Arterial Duplex
	Required Numbers

	Compulsory Elements
	Single leg arterial 

(Aorta-TPT)
	Min 250

	
	Full single leg arterial 

(Aorto-ankle)
	Min 50

	Optional Elements
	Single leg segment

(Aorto-Iliac only, Femoral only/Calf only). 
	Max 300

	
	Graft Scans 
	Max 150

	
	Upper Limb Arterial 
	Max 100

	
	Thoracic Outlet Duplex 
	Max 150

	
	EVAR Surveillance 
	Max 50

	
	Renal Artery 
	Max 50

	
	True Aneurysm Scan
	Max 50

	
	False Aneurysm Scan
	Max 50

	
	Fistula Surveillance
	Max 50

	TOTAL
	MINIMUM
	600

	
	CORE MODALITY 3

	
	Peripheral Venous Duplex
	Required Numbers

	Compulsory Elements
	Single leg VV scan 

Must include

Primary VV

Secondary VV

Inc DVT above knee? 
	Total Min 400

(?change to 250-300)
Min 50

Min 100

Min 100?

	
	

	Optional Element
	 Vein Map (pre bypass)

Add option for vein map (pre fistula creation)?
	Max 50

Max 50

	
	DVT ARM 
	Max 50

	
	DVT above knee (enter into compulsatory element)?
	Max 50

	
	DVT calf
	Max 50

	
	Pre-operative VV marking
	Max 50

	
	Intra-operative VV duplex
	Max 50

	TOTAL
	MINIMUM
	600


	
	CORE MODALITY 4

	
	ABPI
	Required Numbers

	Compulsory Elements
	Bilateral Resting ABPI
Bilateral Exercise ABPI 
	Min 150 (increase to 180?)
Min 50 (decrease to 20?)


	
	

	Optional Element
	 Toe Pressures 

	Max 50

	TOTAL
	MINIMUM
	200


