Newsletter article Winter 2020.
https://www.svtgbi.org.uk/newsletter/3-do-we-need-to-review-the-avs-qualification/

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
 [image: ]

image1.tmp
About the SVT Membership Education Events Professional Issues Research
Jobs and Vacancies Annual Scientific Meeting 1QIPS Newsletter
Newsletter Home ' Newsletter = 3. Time to review the AVS qualification?

1. President's Welcome 3. Time to review the AVS qualification?

2. CPD Questions
Does a “qualified” Vascular Scientist need the AVS

qualification?

3. Time to review the AVS
qualification?

4. An Ode to Covid - Julie

Wivell, RCHT
Conversations at a recent Professional Standards Committee meeting prompted submission of ths article to the
5. PHE Guidance: PPE Newsletter. We were considering what constituted a “qualified” Vascular Scientist and realised that in the year
Donning & Doffing 2020, there isn't a single answer to this question. This led to more questions: What has changed? Does this matter? What

are the implications for the current and future workforce? Why are there so few AVS? Why can't we recruit to AVS.
6. SoR Transfer of Public

Voluntary Register of
Sonographers to the Register
of Clinical Technologists

posts? Our aim in writing this article is promotion of discussion. These are personal views on the issue and should not be
interpreted as the official view of the SVT.

The SVT developed the current qualification of *Accredited Vascular Scientist” or “AVS” in the mid-1990s and the aim of

this rigorous accreditation process was, and still is, “to ensure individuals are able to achieve and maintain high standards

7. PHE Guidance: Ultrasound

Gel Bottles of diagnostic vascular investigations for the benefit and safety of patients”. The AVS qualification is recommended by the

SVT for all individuals practising vascular ultrasound in the UK 1.

8. *ADVERTISEMENT*
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Conclusion

There s a lot for us to consider and discuss in terms of our training routes and what we consider to be a "qualified”
vascular scientist. We understand that the Education Committee are in the process of mapping STP equivalence
against our AVS qualification and are also surveying opinion from members around the scan requirements for the AVS
qualification. We encourage you to fully participate in these forums for discussion, s they are vital to ensure AVS is
retained as an achievable robust qualification which is valued in the workplace as we continue our journey towards.
registration for our profession.

Alison Charig, Head of Vascular Assessment Unit, Portsmouth Hospitals University Trust.

Ellie Blaxland, Vascular Scientist, Cardiff and Vale, University Hospital Wales.
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