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3. IQIPS Accreditation — Should we bother?
IQIPS Accreditation — Should we bother?

By Alison Charig (Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust) and Andrew Pellew-Nabbs (Warrington and Halton Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust)

1QIPS stands for Improving Quality in Physlological diagnostic Services and this accreditation scheme has been
avallable for several years now. There Is still low take up by the majority of Physiological disciplines, Including
Vascular, and at the time of writing, only 2 Vascular services are IQIPS accredited.

However, the drivers for all diagnostic services to achieve accreditation are increasing. The SVT is committed to
Vascular Lab accreditation and to help members we will be publishing some Newsletter articles to advise members
on how to go about the process of accreditation. These will be written by SVT members from the accredited labs and
will focus on various aspects over the next year.

This first article explores the Increasing pressure on labs to gain accreditation, explains some of the benefits, and
offers advice on how you can start the process. Subsequent articles will focus on ways that you can satisfy the
requirements of the 4 assessed domalns: patient experience, safety, facilities and the clinical aspects.

The drivers for accreditation

Whilst accreditation is not mandatory at the moment, itis strongly endorsed by NHS England, the NHS Medical
Director and Chief Sclentific Officer https://www.networks.nhs.uk/nhs-networks/healthcare-science/key-
documents/161011-nhs-england-position-statement-diagnostic-accreditation/ and s recognised by commissioners and
the CQC as a marker of quallty https:/www.ukas.com/services/accreditation-services/physiological-services-
accreditation-igips/ . Accreditation will inform CQC inspections, commissioning decisions and will increasingly be
used In service assessment and contracting.




