
Official minutes from SVT Executive Committee meeting 16th June 2023
	

	
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

	SVT Executive Committee 
Date: 		16th June 2023 
Time: 		10.00am – 4.00pm
Venue: 	The Marylebone meeting room 
Address: 	The Wesley Conference Hotel 
81-103 Euston Street, London, NW12EZ




	10:00
	Welcome and Coffee. 
Apologies: Robert James, Alison Charig, Helena Edlin
Virtual attendees: 

	1
	10.30
	 Review of Minutes and Action Log  
	Committee

	2
	10.40
	Conference
	Klaus Bond/Steve Rogers

	3
	11:05
	Treasurer
	Ben Freedman

	4
	11:15
	Membership
	Lynn Mc Rae / Heather Anderson

	5
	11:20
	Education Committee
	Hannah Lines

	6
	11:45
	Degree Apprenticeship, Level 2+4 Educational Pathways – Scope of Practice Document 
	Emma Waldegrave

	7
	12:15
	Professional Standards
	Jo Walker

	8
	12:45
	Study days and Webinars
	EW/SR/KM 

	
	13.00
	LUNCH

	9
	13.30
	Newsletter
	Daniella Bond Collins

	10
	13.50    
	Website
	Robert James 

	11
	14:00   
	BMUS
	Tanyah Ewen

	12
	14:15
	Research Committee
	Steven Rogers

	13
	14:45
	NICE Automated ABPI’s  
	Klaus Bond 

	14
	14:55
	Vascular Society + Circulation Foundation
	Emma Waldegrave

	15
	15:00
	CASE MO
	Emma Waldegrave 

	16
	15:15
	Vascular Stocktake 
	Emma Waldegrave

	17
	15.20
	Professional Bodes Council
	Emma Waldegrave 

	18
	15:40
	NAAASP
	Keeping on agenda 

	19
	15:50
	AOB, NSHCS STP Induction Day - Friday 8th September 2023
	ALL





	1
	Minutes & actions from previous meeting
	

	
· Introduction to new non-portfolio member in attendance, Jeny Anton.

· Update on action “Approach Colin Deane for pre-course content”
Discussion on training (intro to US): inappropriate to teach veins. VS training guidelines, they need to set what they want.
Expensive to run, made a loss. Can they meet costs? Agreed that we should lead course. 
EW medico-legal implications.
Can be run at ASM or separately.  
New action **Pre-course learning templates;  HL to send to everybody**

· Update on action “Membership fee to be increased and justification given in next newsletter”
DONE. New action **EW to meet with Steve W and update price changing.**  No complaints reported from members.

· Update on action “Rough 5 year projection of income/expenses to be sent to president.”
PENDING. Revised action ** EW and BF to meet with Callum to discuss expense cards, 5 yr projection, how much we spend annually etc**

· Update on action “Reach out to Vicki Galgeruv, Tracey Gall. Jodie from Bristol re. someone to help run surgeon’s training day at ASM.  Also surgeon contact of SR with particular interest in education for general study days”
Tracey agreed. To update, no introduction course at ASM.

· Update on action “ Update policy re. external assessors for resits of practical exams”
DONE.  New action **HL and HW discussed having course for external/internal assessors. ET can organise room hire for F2F course.**

· Update on action “ Discussion with PSC over correct use of the term AVS (i.e. in line with job description/person spec)”
PENDING. Reminder on previous discussion. **JW to clarify what SVT membership/accreditation actually means. Put post out on LinkedIn.**  BF queried official defn of consultant scientist.  Informed on national job profiles. JW updated PSC work on job roles, band 5 practitioner etc. and specifically consultant scientist. Society’s role to define it and publish it.  **SR/EW have some updated job descriptions, to send to JW.**

· Update on action “Feedback to NSHCS re. minimum years of clinical practice required for HSST (SR to prompt contact Fiona to formally request from EW)”
PENDING. Challenges; Dean of HCS on long-term sick. SR spoke to deputy, not very helpful.  **SR needs to reengage with Lisa Airs, interim Head of National School.**




	2
	Conference 
	KB/SR

	
KB presented report.

No more Tuesday.

Wednesday: good work with Cleona. Action **KB suggests her as Irish rep for exec committee.**
Overview of proposed morning topics. Speakers; 2 definites. 3 pending. BF approached for potential pedal vessel talk but would be a rehash of previous talk.   Phillipe from Kings; could be sponsored to come so no cost to us. Otherwise a local such as Helen Dixon. **Any recommendations for EVARS imaging? Numerous suggestions from exec. SR to approach Louise Bowen.**
Cleona suggested manufacturer talk, e.g. one of the machines being used on the day. Make specific to learning point i.e. not a sales pitch. 2 manufacturers, siemens.  SR raised issue of timing with theory talks. KB has idea of having coffee in same practical room. BF suggested just 3 practical topics, maybe 5 too many. KB agreed good idea.  Though clarified that talks would just be pre-scan talk.  Relabel EVARS as CS-EVARS to make more appealing.
Wednesday PM. Well set.

VP session – diabetic foot.
**KM says official invites need to be sent. KB to do.**
**Matt Bown -auto ABPI/PVD screening. Need to confirm time.**
**Scrap pedal vessel from morning? Or will PM talk compliment the morning?  KB to rethink.**

Head of service meeting?  Should it be at the ASM? EW suggests having it prior.
All agreed to scrap! **EW to plan online HoD meeting Sep/March with agenda.**

Drinks reception. Dublin expensive. BF asks for agreement on how much to spend. Last year cost £2500. JW reminded previously discussed. Specify a drink per person with canapes. Venue to allow ordering of food. **KB to liaise with Cleona about options**. KB due to go to Dublin next week. BF queried sponsorship for this year. KB has options, to obtain quotes.  **SR suggested Mindray (declared c of i). KB to approach with SR to help.** BF asked for minimum spend but agreed can’t really declare until we have a better of idea.

Thursday: SR went over process for processing abstracts.  Facilitated by Gemma but needs regular prompting. **KB to sort.** SR suggests splitting first session. May need backup speakers however BF suggests gaps are good for breathing time. KB has some concerns about tight schedule.
**KB needs contact info for Steve Wallace.**

KB wants more contribution from Ireland in terms of research.  Northern Ireland? SR suggested a vascular surgeon in Belfast.

Gala dinner. Guiness factory? Too expensive?

**Email out Ann Donald application form ASAP. KB**

KB requested following input from exec:
· Numbers for conference booklets. SR ordered 300 last year which was enough. SR suggests an earlier cut-off to allow for shipping. Linda Carthew tried and tested for printing. Stick with 300.
· Trophies? Agreed to find alternative company. SR suggests getting them early and putting in EVS van.
· Honorary lifetime (recognition) memberships? SR nominated Ann Farrell. Others suggested Simon Ward. General discussion about shortlisting process. Long-serving, inaugural members deserving. **EW to write via email to these 2 candidates.**
· KB suggested inviting Crispian Oates to attend with his new book.
· (Caveat-may need to change comms name of SVT)





	3
	Treasury
	BF

	
BF presented report.
 
No major changes in income/expenditure.
Bank statement issue now resolved.
Done well from upper limb study day ‘on demand’. Offered online for £25 for a limited time w/CPD points.  Clarified that it is well monitored in terms of being able to see if people have watched etc. ET offered out to different societies but maybe even more broadly, social media? Could be a good future source of income.
BF raised issue that more and more people asking for invoices. Currently need PO number.  SR suggested changing registration forms to include mandatory box for PO number when selecting paying by invoice. All agreed good idea. **BF to discuss with capability cloud to implement this.(tie in with Steve W meeting about membership)**




	4
	Membership
	LMR/HA

	
LMcR presented report.

LMcR updated with price change. Discussed about changing lapse time 4 months to 1 month. Requested automatic new renewal fee. Lapsed members will still be able to login but content will be withheld until they renew and will be directed to do so.
EW queried about CPD implication. Separate issue from renewal lapse. **Meeting with EW/SW (Steve Wormsley) see treasury action.**


	4a
	ScOR PII
	EW

	
EW presented information on professional indemnity insurance offered through SVT in association with SoR.

SR confused about why STP graduates are not eligible to additional professional indemnity insurance. JW clarified that as SVT requesting this insurance then it follows that it is offered to those declared to be qualified by us i.e. AVS.  Further discussion. Who should be allowed to access our insurance offer?? Needs clarification/publication to the membership. Add to website, (back to SCORE )info about PPI (like on HCPC). **Need to make all members aware of the importance of obtaining professional indemnity insurance in addition to NHS employer insurance as only covered when following protocol i.e. scope of practice (JW).**  SR wants clear statement, HCPC registered people not covered.



	5
	Education Committee
	HL

	

HL presented report.

Inteleos no longer going to support theory exams.  Select option for future of theory exams. HL driving option A. Option B, Pearson Vue expensive, lots of complaints about online method, not very flexible. Option A should allow us to lower exam fee.
SR suggested ‘Moodle’ used by ESVS. Works well. JW verified widely used. Outcome:- Agreed to forget Pearson Vue. Revert back to some of the ‘old ways’. Back to ‘in person’, set date exams potentially with Moodle (electronic or paper option). Can have multiple sets of questions then randomly select.  Much more amenable to trainees.
Venue? North and south? 
Aim for April.
New payment portal. Change exam fee? Easier to keep the same (£125). Twice a year.  Need to consider all the general running costs.
Inteleos still used to help with generating exam questions.

**Inteleos want a definitive answer about future involvement.**

Exam issue where candidate was disqualified for bringing in a whiteboard. Ongoing appeal with Pearson Vue. SR suggests we formally complain in support of the candidate as they were stopped mid exam.

Confirmed that DB has put CPD ideas in the newsletter.
New CPD dropdowns. SR questioned education and training section. 5 for PGert/30 for PhD. Change? Agreed to leave as is.

Practical exam, no complaints about new documents.
**HL to ask RJ to amend form for practical exam application.**

Study days; fundamental days unusually attended by higher number of AVS. Could people use just to get CPD points?! We’ll allow as fair for people to use as refresher.
Online or F2F??? Still to decide.
**HL push for newsletter piece from recipients of textbooks (even just a pic??). Deadline for DB in 2 weeks.**  Run the book fund again? Wait a year or 2.

EW raised equivalence mapping docs to send to Elaine Jenkins. Learning outcomes? Syllabus for practical outcomes. Decided to just send created document as it is and await the response.
**SR has been in debate with Academy of HCS about HSST equivalence requirements; currently STP equivalence is a requirement. Why?? What evidence do they have? Not able to give an answer. Speak to Brendan Cooper to clarify? EW to feedback response.**


___________________________________________________________________________________________

LUNCH BREAK 13:00 – 13:30



	6
	Study day Program
	EW

	 
Update presented by EW.

[bookmark: _Hlk137838590]Update from KM; GCA day. **KM will send out updated program.** To liaise with ET and Tracey Gall (TG) about details. Speakers all onboard and aware that may have to cancel if not enough uptake. To readvertise, also will be advertised by rheumatologists. Film to make it on demand? Decision- yes.
All study days/webinars in place for this year.
[bookmark: _Hlk137838613]2024? Pelvic vein study day in Feb. Hands on not feasible. Skills labs for simulation? (Scan trainer) **TG and ET potentially to lead? Equipment? Replicate speakers. Advertise in Nov/Dec. To get details by next meeting.**
Carotid workshop: Volunteers? KM said they could run one in September 2024.
SR to put on F2F research workshop to tag onto revision days in Coventry.



	7
	Professional Standards Committee
	JW/AC

	
JW presented report. 

New document “Having an ultrasound scan”. Would like to be put on website and generally more ‘public friendly’ information. Patient section. Links with CF. **Will add to rebranding task.**
Presented completed job profiles for band 5, 6 and 7. **To go on PSC section in website.**
Job planning; put together some text for website outlining how best to allocate time for a band 7 vascular scientist, I,e, clinical and non-clinical sessions. Associated tool to help with workforce planning. **Agreed to put on website.**
Some information for ambidextrous scanning. Guidelines? Advice? Recommendation? SR strongly in support of publishing as a guideline from the society.  **Will put out this article first then perhaps later confirm a definite stance.**  Article contains outline of how to go about introducing both hand scanning. All agree should be promoted.
Also work relating to IQIPS.  Work in progress, collating ‘armoury’ of info for heads of service.






	8
	Degree Apprenticeship, Level 2 and 4 Educational Pathways
	Helena Edlin

	

EW presented report on behalf of HE.

Things still to work on; endpoint assessments, scope of practice
CASE to support.

[bookmark: _Hlk137838881]Discussion about IACC/OSFAs for STP. Focus not on clinical abilities/impact.  TE gave example of trainee who scanned IVC instead of aorta in OSFA and still passed. Should be gain support to oppose these final assessment? E.g. VS. SR- position statement as a society? KB suggests speaking to Lisa Airs. **EW joint statement with other physiological specialties.**





	9
	Newsletter
	Daniella Bond-Collins

	
DB presented report. 

Apologies for not putting out the spring edition. Mainly due to lack of content.
Seems to be sufficient content for autumn. Deadline 30th June.
**EW to send PPI ad. JW to send job profiles and ambidextrous article.**
**TE to give DB details of what she would like put out for BMUS, e.g. demonstrators.**
Fistula guideline updates, to be replaced with chaperone guideline.
Rolling ad for STP equivalence, external assessors and non-portfolio member, as well as research series links.
Update on mailchimp; threshold stands at 500 subscribers for fee. Currently over. Do we stay with mailchimp? Link for newsletter is sent out by RJ anyway.  DB discussed other options. ET suggested interactive PDF. Uncertainty over ownership of content if outsourced to 3rd party. Mixed reviews about Mailchimp. **DB to meet with ET/RJ/EW/KM.**  In the meantime could swap to other ‘mail’ platform with 1000 threshold as it is very similar. Or stay with mailchimp and pay the £21 fee.  Decided that was probably better.



	10
	BMUS
	Tanyah Ewen

	
TE presented report.

[bookmark: _Hlk137839105]Conference 6-8th Dec in York. Difficulty getting speakers. SR pointed out Stroke conference is the same time. Helen Dixon also offered an aorta talk. Otherwise TE is in need of suggestions. **SR suggests to get in touch with Regent, TE to get contact details from SR/KB.**
TE talked about venous tumour case.  Trying to get radiologist to speak on this topic also.
SR suggested new ESVS carotid guidelines for first half of day 1. E.g. talks about carotid web. 
Workshops: needs speaker for carotid, upper limb.
KB suggested Ben W.
TE topic, NICE guidelines vs SVT guidelines for scanning DVT.
HL suggested pseudoaneurysms. 
[bookmark: _Hlk137839121]Manufacturer speakers? KB believes this is important for learning about new technology. Mindray, Phillips, GE. Different functions, Vexa flow. **SR to get TE in contact with Paul Johnson product manager for Mindray.**
TE asked KB to approach Cleona though reluctant speaker.




	11
	Website
	Rob James

	
EW presented on behalf of RJ. 

Discussed proposed changes.  Needs a good shakeup, cleaning up of tabs etc. 
Personalised icon library w/SVT branding
[bookmark: _Hlk137839196]**All chairs to check their sections to make comments for feeding back.**
RJ been working on social media presence.  EW talked about SVN’s social media campaign (legs matter), could possibly tag in with that.
SR, EW, KM called a vote for an extraordinary general meeting to discuss topic of society name change. All 13 members in attendance in agreement. 
Proposed name change: Society and College of Clinical Vascular Science.  Extraordinary general meeting will be advertised to membership. Q&A 14 day consultation 42 day voting period.
Confirmed don’t need to change ‘registered’ name, will just be a change in working name. SCVS.
RJ has established voting platform but still need to establish Q&A platform.
[bookmark: _Hlk137839275]**Need to check domains etc. SR/RJ to purchase domains.  EW/SR to make ultimate decision.**



	12
	Research Committee
	SR

	

SR presented report. 

Challenges with committee in general. SR working on these.
[bookmark: _Hlk137839348]Proposed changes; Maintain that chair should be an AVS but currently states that 60% of all sub-committees should be AVS.  Very limiting, can this be changed. JW suggests this should standard for all sub-committees however HL pointed out different for education committee as they deal with AVS exams.  SR concerned about future research chair. **Advertise in newsletter for AVS members interested in joining the research committee.**
KM talks about right to refuse applicants.

CF asked for panel to help with PPI. SR respectfully said no.
VERN (surgical trainees, venous research) asked for SVT rep. SR respectfully said no.
[bookmark: _Hlk137839366]Bubbles; revamped, no more bubbles! “Bitesize Research”. Summary, pros, cons, impact on practice. **SR will send this and new grant info to DB for newsletter.**

[bookmark: _Hlk137839398]Proposed changes to “Test validation and research methods” syllabus.  **Research committee will send details to HL with the aim of getting onto the live syllabus ASAP.** JW offered to suggest some questions.  Recorded webinar series to go on website. This will consolidate theory exam syllabus. ** Research comm send to HL/ed comm to approve.**

Update on carotid audit: responses received, results will go out at ASM.

Surveys; too many to support. Difficult/unethical to provide heads of service data. GDPR issue.
Criteria for accepting proposed surveys.
KB proposes contact list of heads of service.
SR reluctant to agree. To keep on agenda for consideration. For now signpost people to LinkedIn to reach out to vascular scientists.

Vascular sciences National Register; document submitted by SR, **all to read and feedback comments.**




	13
	NICE – Automated ABPI 
	EW

	

KB presented brief summary as time constrictions by this point. 

NICE evaluated automated ABPI use for leg ulcer patients.  Verdict; do NOT recommend due to inadequate accuracy.  Research only.
**As a result we should update our guidance for ABPIs to say not to use automated deviced. JW to action.**SR points out that Gloucester should be included in this discussion as ABPI is on practitioner syllabus.



	14
	Vascular Society and Circulation Foundation
	EW

	
Too much to cover in remaining time. Advise to read points from report, which can be found on the agenda.


	15
	CASE
	TE/E

	

Again time restrictions.  EW stated meetings were ongoing.  Minutes available from a recent meeting on agenda.  Highlighted upcoming 30th anniversary meeting.



	16
	PBC AHCS
	EW

	
EW asked if SR could speak to his HSST trainees about potentially writing  about their journey / experience of being a leader for  Vox healthcare journal .  **SR informed that trainees have vivas next week so would enquire after that.**



		17
	Equivalence Mapping working group
	EMWG

	
Report below:-
EW,SR KM met to go through the suggested evidence. Template finished with updates from Hannahs (Skills sections practical exam) 
Waiting a response from Elaine Jenkins – only sent this week. 





	18
	NAAASP 
	KB

	

-


	19 
	AOB
	ALL

	

New non-portfolio member of exec committee, Jeny Anton from Kings.


3. TRUSTEES:

EW presented at venous forum. SR suggested that recording go on youtube vascular channel. **EW to look into.**
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1 0:00  Welcome and Coffee.    Apologies:   Robert James , Alison Charig , Helena Edlin   Virtual attendees:    

1  10. 30    Review of Minutes and Action Log    Committee  

2  10. 40  Conference  Klaus Bond/ Steve Rogers  
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9  13.3 0  Newsletter  Daniella Bond Collins  
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12  14: 15  Research Committee  Steven Rogers  

13  14:45  NICE Automated ABPI’s     Klaus Bond   

14  14:55  Vascular Society +  Circulation Foundation  Emma Waldegrave  

15  15:00  CASE   MO  Emma Waldegrave   

16  15:15  Vascular Stocktake   Emma Waldegrave  
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