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SVT Executive Committee 
18th January 2019, 10.30am – 3.30pm

The Black Penny,34 Great Queen Street,

 London WC2B 5AA
AGENDA 
	

	

	10.00
Coffee & Tea on arrival
10.30
Apologies and Introductions; 

Daniella Bond-Collins, Heather Anderson
10.35
Minutes & actions from previous meeting
10.45
AHCS/CF
Helen Dixon
11.00
Treasurer

Kamran Modaresi
11.15
Conference
Grant Robinson
11.30
Research Committee
Richard Simpson
11.50
Website
Carlos Pinho (hand over from Lee Smith)
12.10

Newsletter

Dan Harding (handover from Gurdeep Jandu)
12.20

Venous Forum

Ben Freedman
12.30
LUNCH

13.00
Membership 
Lynne McRae
13.30
Education Committee
Heather Anderson
13.45
ARDMS
Heather Anderson
14.00
Professional Standards Committee
Alison Charig / Siobhan Meagher
14.15
BMUS
Emma Waldegrave
14.20
Vascular Society

Dominic Foy
14.30
CASE
Valda Gazzard
14.35
NSHCS
Helena Edlin/Sara Causley
14.40
AHCS
Sara Causley / Dominic Foy
14.45
AOB




	Agenda with reports / notes

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	Apologies 
	
	

	
	
	Daniella Bond-Collins, Heather Anderson. Welcome to Carole. Introductions……………….
	
	

	2
	
	Minutes & actions from previous meeting
	

	
	
	See attached previous minutes.
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	Membership
	

	
	
	Membership Report January 2019

There are now 538 members belonging to the SVT

Made up of 

Ordinary members 505

Associate members 21

Honorary 10

Special Interest Group 2.

Following on from the AGM, where I informed the membership that we would be abolishing membership renewal by standing order, I will be putting a notice in the next newsletter highlighting the change we are hoping to make.

Will need the website altered so that we remove the option to renew by standing order and by BACS so that everyone has to renew via website/Worldpay.

Also need to look at Privacy policy as it is now out of date. 

Lynne explained that memebers will be sent reg reminders to cancel standing orders. Reminders to pay by new method will be auto sent 1 month before erxoiry. For most that will be August I assume. 
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	Treasurer
	

	      Society for Vascular Technology of Great Britain and Ireland

Interim Income and Expenditure Summary 

01.09.18 to 30.12.18

Total Funds at 31st 12 2018

Current Account
£ 16733.18

Reserve Account
£125808.49

Total Sterling Funds

£142541.67
Current Account
Income

£ 19710.29
Expenditure
£18904.97 
Balance as at 31.12.18
£16733.18
Reserve Account
Opening Balance at 1st September 2018
£ 125740.44
Income
Bank Interest

£68.05       
Total Income

Closing Balance (31.12.18)
£125808.49
KM reported that we have been quoted £8000 innc vat to manage our money by EBS. Another quote is expected.   An increase in annual subs to £60 form £40 wouold cover this. A compromise of £50 might be better. We can also see if EBS will take a smaller fee. They can also provide membership services for the same fee. To agree way forward at next exec. 
Dom asked to comm with Darlene from inteleos re whether they would continue to refund cost of question writing workshops. Could hold outside London to reduce cost. 

Comms with Surgeons re training day have been poor. Hotel booking? Kamran to look into this. 
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	Conference
	

	
	
	Conference Secretary Report  18.1.2019

The 2018 Annual Scientific Meeting was in Glasgow, at the Scottish Event Campus.

Our SVT ASM was spread over two days this year with excellent attendance on both days, actual SVT numbers are difficult to determine due to it being part of the combined meeting, my impression was for both days a healthy number of SVT members attended.

The Wednesday  AVF Fistula Study  was well received with a nearly full room of delegates.

The live demonstrations/ hands-on session, with 3 local fistula patients  kept plenty of people well into the lunch break.  I wrote thanks to those involved and Tracey Gall for the Samsung Machines provided.

A Practical Examiner's Study Session was reasonably well-attended in the afternoon with talks by Susan Halson-Brown ( Failing to Fail), Naavalah Ngwa-Ndifor and Alison Charig.

-I think we didn't have enough content in this part of the programme though.

There was then a combined VS/ SVT/ SVN session comprising the VS Kinmonth Lecture and an 

" Ultimate MDT" with Dominic Foy presenting on behalf of the SVT and this seemed well-received.

 The day was completed with a Heads of Service Meeting which was able to overfill the room booked. 

Thursday's morning programme included 10 Scientific proffered papers, The Jackie Walton Lecture, delivered by Michele Bonfield,  two previous prize-winners' presentations,  the awarding of Honorary membership to Abigail Thrush, Teresa Fail and Tim Hartshorne and a tribute to Paul Brannigan.  Despite the time constraints, it kept to the schedule pretty well .

The AGM and the Trainee breakout sessions then ran concurrently.

Thursday afternoon saw presentations from 4 presenters in Student Research Proposals and Completed Research Categories, and a presentation on IQIPS by Dr Laura Booth from ACAS.

Steve Rogers  won Best Scientific Presentation, Emma Blair- Best Student Research Proposal and there were joint winners in the Newly Completed Research category- Ryan Ward and Lily Bishop.

For much of the day the room was nearly full, room capacity was about 200-220 seats.

Social events were well attended;  with the SVT reception at Waxy O'Connor's and the VS Dinner at the Glasgow Science Centre.

Overall the two-day format worked well, however if we repeat it, it would be helpful to decide at the outset, see if this venue will permit it,  and if so try to balance the two days more evenly than was possible this time.

Discussion Points:

· Was the 2 day event worthwhile? Yes. Try again and review after Manchester? 
· If two-days: Do we try to keep the scientific and student papers on one day or spread them over the two days? Yes
· Should we explore the possibility for electronic voting eg via the Conf app, for the scientific and student papers? Yes, Dom to talk to EBS. 
· Should we be looking into going paperless, and having our programme on the Conference App? Discussed. Maybe? Could we make available a few days before so we can print if we wish? 
· Feedback thoughts to VS Council re the VS Dinner? Poor
Action points: 

· Determine if a two day programme is feasible in the Conference venue. Dom or Grant
· Decide whether to hold a Study Session/  Workshop, if so on what topic. Ideas please? Diabetic foot? Discuss and hopefully agree at April Exec. 
· Contact and  confirm as early as possible :  Guest and Specialist Speakers, including for the Jackie Walton Lecture. Ideas please!? 
· Confirm with VS if another combined Vascular Societies' Session is planned.

· Emma Blair to be invited to present as the 2018 winner of Best Research Proposal? Yes. GR to contact please. 
· SVT drinks reception. Lee will look at options. 
The 2019 ASM is in Manchester, November 27-29.
Dom to Clarify that we require reimbursement of expenses for each day a member has a commitment. To raise at VS Council. 

Grant Robinson, SVT Conference Secretary

	

	6
	
	Research Committee
	

	
	
	Research Committee update for SVT Exec meeting Jan 2019

1

SVT Grants – Laura Scott

We are waiting for any new grant applications, closing date 21st March 2019 at 5pm.

2

AVS Research element and SVT Research workshop – Steve Rogers

Steve presented at the Heads of Service meeting in Glasgow.  There was support for this development, although little actual discussion.  Others in the ASM came up to me to express their support as well.

At the next Res Comm meeting we will decide on syllabus content and dates etc.

The study day will also be planned.

3

VERN 

Nothing new to report 
4

National Research Priorities – Richard Simpson

First Vascular Conditions James Lind Alliance Priority Setting Partnership steering group meeting was held on Monday 14th Jan in York.

PSP Lead – Prof Chetter

PSP Chair – Toro Gronlund, JLA Advisor

RS represents the SVT on this group

The next stages:

· To recruit more patients onto the PSP 

· Pilot the patient questionnaire

· Get uncertainties/research questions from patients and carers.

5

AoB

The SVT was approached by the NIHR Surgical MedTech Co-operative to help evaluate 3D tUS from Puir Imaging. The Exec Committee decided that the SVT should not be involved due a potential conflict of interest.  I was not at that meeting, but feel that this may have been too cautious.

I spoke to the NIHR Surgical MedTech Co-operative at the VS and they were aware of this issue from others, but reassured me that it was all above board.  They stated that the pharmaceutical industry already get loads of collaboration from the NHS, as does big technology companies (Cook, Medtronic etc).  This fairly new initiative is to help smaller medical technologies with potential benefit to NHS patients, to develop.
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	Website
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	Newsletter
	

	
	
	Dom to write President’s welcome for newsletter
PDF Expensive & slow. Carlos/ Dan please look if there are viable alternatives. 
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	Venous Forum
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	NSHCS
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	Education Committee
	

	
	

	
	
	Ed Comm Meeting is on Wed 16th Jan so report to follow on day of exec meeting
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	ARDMS
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	PSC
	

	
	
	SVT Professional Standards Committee- Report for Exec meeting to be held on Jan 18th 2019

Our questions for Exec are in red 

1. Meetings: Previous meeting: 30th Oct  2018 using GoToMeeting trial.

Feedback on GoToMeeting:


It needs a good WiFi signal

A Coporate contract might be considered if 25 or more individuals are expected to use the service


GoTo contact No: ++44 330221 0097

Use of the video recording facility (recorded by GoToM) rather than on one’s own device is very useful, although some Trust computers do not allow for the video link and sometimes the video images are rotated!!

We felt it may be useful for some meetings (e.g. 1 out of every 4) but felt face to face was the best method for most meetings, particularly if you don’t know the other members of the group already and can’t get a video link.
Next PSC meeting to be arranged for Jan/Feb 2019 by SM
2. Members:
2 new members at Oct meeting and 2 more accepted for next meeting. Richard Craven stepping down and Lila Elliott and Siobhan Meagher due back from maternity leave soon. So currently 8 members 2 of which are  non-AVS with other qualifications and 1 is a trainee nearing completion of AVS.  Is there a process to generate an SVT letter of thanks for long-serving committee members -  Richard Craven?
3. Performance Guidelines and Service Specifications generic documents
We have updated all the Service Specification documents into 1 generic document. We are in the process of updating all the individual Performance Guidance documents and so far have completed:
Mesenteric


Pre and Post  fistula

These have all been sent to Website secretary – but don’t seem to on the website yet.

When will these be uploaded please?

We are in the process of finalising the DVT, Arterial and Carotid Performance guidelines.

4. CASE Update

SVT PSC currently liaising  with Sara and CASE and NSHCS re apprenticeships. 

5. VASBI
2 SVT demonstrators at recent VASBI conference. Richard Craven stepping down from VASBI faculty. SVT would like to formalise links with VASBI and they agree. Dom currently in talks with their President. What are the next steps?
6. IQIPS
Concern over a service’s ability to use a badge of “Accreditation” when it has only submitted part of it’s scope for accreditation – theoretically a service could cover up areas of bad practice..  This concern is agreed by all the other professional bodies – waiting for a response from UKAS. (Alison Charig and Jo Walker drafting proposed SVT letter to CQC DoH to state concerns to them too – will send to Dom when finished)

The IQIPS standard is being reviewed, updated and brought into line with the Internationally recognised ISO 15189 standard for Pathology labs. Alison Charig working with UKAS on this document (on-going).

7. Newsletter
Continuing to submit “IQIPS – How to….” Guides in Newsletter. Very little feedback from SVT members although these have been sent to the other IQIPS Professional bodies and UKAS because they have expressed interest in using them to promote IQIPS (on understanding that SVT and authors will be credited) . Can the SVT do anything else to encourage engagement with IQIPS? 

8. Doppler Velocity Accuracy
Have received info from GE and Canon on how velocities are assured on their machines. Other manufacturers not answered. We are working with Nick Dudley (BMUS) to decide if a joint statement would be useful – it could  include:


What can we find out about our machines?


Why there are uncertainties in measurements


Are we aware of axial resolutions and when they are important?

Why don’t we use angles of>60 degrees


Can we use angles< 60 degrees?


How accurate are volume flow measurements?


When should we round measurements?

We could state which ultrasound companies have helped by providing information with the aim of shaming the others into providing some info??

Is this something that Exec would like us to do?
9. Venous Nomenclature
Discussed use of e.g. SFV or FV and GSV or LSV. There are consensus documents and we thought that the Venous Forum had previously agreed to follow the recommendations of https://www.jvascsurg.org/article/S0741-5214(02)00070-8/pdf 

and https://www.jvascsurg.org/article/S0741-5214(05)00121-7/pdf
We plan to recommend use of FV, GSV etc in the Venous Performance Guideline and ? put a statement on the SVT website. Should we do more to encourage members to stop using old misleading nomenclature??

10. Queries from Members
Recent queries: 

· should it be a velocity ratio of 3:1 or 4:1 for a 75% arterial stenosis? (recent literature search led us to conclude 4:1 was best for 75%). Would the Research Committee consider encouraging the SVT to conduct some up-to-date studies on this?
· Job Titles. – query about whether the term “Junior” for a trainee was misleading. PSC agreed and fed this back to the member with the Exec recommendation that this was a local issue and could be taken up with the local HR or Learning and Development departments.

11. BMUS
They want to share our DVT and Carotid Performance Guidelines documents. Has this been agreed by Exec? Can we allow their paid-up members to have a live link to our on-line documents (if we just send the current version there will be no robust method of ensuring they have the latest version in the future)

THANK YOU.
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	BMUS
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	VS
	

	
	
	VS Council meeting 27th Nov 2018

Conference and Business support

Kevin Varty announced that EBS (Executive Business Support) would be taking over from Fitwise in January. Dominic and I spoke to Gail from EBS with regards to how they can support the SVT not only with the conference but also with the treasury side of the Society. Kamran Modaresi to chat to Gail in the New Year regarding what we would need and the costings and will report back at Exec meeting.

Delphi Project

It was confirmed that the next stage was to consult with patients and carers before progressing further.

Surgeons training 

SC informed the committee that it was hoped that the first 2 day course would be in Coventry in June. VS suggested that as soon as the venue was confirmed that we could advertise through the Rouleaux club (contact Anna Murray anna.murray.work@gmail.com).

The council asked if there was anything we needed and Professor Imray will try to look for some suitable patients.

The SVT still needs confirmation of the number of CPD points to be awarded and this is currently going through their education committee.

Patient group Directives

SC informed the committee that NHS England were looking at patient group directives for Allied Health Professionals. In the case of the SVT this could include prescribing and administering contrast for EVAR surveillance. The VS asked how this was currently done and were informed that this was by the medics and so could potentially free up valuable time. Any AHP using PGD’s would need to be HCPC registered thereby supporting the need for equivalence. The VS were informed that they would be likely asked for their opinion as stakeholders and that turnaround time for a response likely to be short. The VS stated they would be happy to engage in any consultation.

Sara Causley

Past President  
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	CASE
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	NAASP
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	AHCS
	

	
	
	.  
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	AOB
	

	
	
	
	

	Items from Dom

Terminology! Technician, scientist, technologist, sonographer…………..
Registration:

· Advice re opt in/out for SVT register. Dom has written to 5 locum agencies to tell them what AVS means and to tell them how to search the SVT register. I have said that if the applicant doesn’t pop up on the register they should ask the applicant’s permission to contact the membership sec. 
· Removing members who lose accreditation from voluntary registers
· All committee to sign up to AVS SVT register please! 

· Wording when name not recognised….“this member is not currently accredited or has not opted into the AVS register so we aren’t able to confirm accreditation status at this time”.

Endorsement of meetings & training:

· Charing Cross offer; 50% off early bird registration fee= £72.50 + 3 free places to SVT officers. In return for an endorsement of the Charing Cross Symposium by the Society

· ABC vascular; Fabrizio
We can mention that courses exist & have them in a “dates for your diary” slot in the newsletter but make clear that we have no control over & are not in a position to endorse these. They are, in some cases, competing with SVT’s offerings. Not sure we should view in those terms. Similar position for conferences. 
Dates of Next Exec Meetings: Friday April 12th, Thursday June 6th   ????, Friday 27th September
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