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Who should perform diagnostic venous scanning?

A debate presenting augments for and against diagnostic venous scanning being performed solely by Vascular Scientist (as opposed to vascular consultants).

Arguments raised and analysis:
· Vascular scientists have at least 3 years training in performing diagnostic scans.  It would take doctors many years to obtain the same scan numbers required in order to reach the same level of proficiency and to meet the requirements of becoming an accredited vascular scientist.
· Issues regarding private practice; there are financial implications of paying for a vascular scientist to perform the scan which may be a motivating factor for consultants to perform their own scans. This may not be in the best interest of the patient.
· Poorly written reports were presented as an argument against vascular scientists solely performing diagnostic scans.  I felt that this was a poor argument as any performance issues are an individual problem which should be addressed and managed by the local department.  This should not reflect on vascular scientists as a whole, and their ability to scan and report.
Evaluation:
My opinion is that there is a role for vascular consultants performing diagnostic venous scans relative to their scan training, experience and ability.  However, good arguments for this weren’t put across for this during the debate.  Vascular scientists have far greater scan training and experience than it would be possible for consultants to obtain, and are experts in this field – it would therefore be appropriate for vascular scientists to perform the more complex examinations.  However, there is a place for vascular consultants to perform more route scans (for primary varicose veins, for example).
Complex venous MDT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interesting and unusual venous pathology discussed in an MDT format.  A case of particular interest involved a venous ‘aneurysm’; this sparked interesting conversation amongst my colleagues as to when a vein would be described as aneurysmal.
