AAA Clinical Skills Trainer (CST) e-learning course
All screening staff who perform AAA scans under the auspices of the NHS Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme (NAAASP) must successfully complete approved competency based training and gain the recognised accreditation prior to screening independently within the screening programme. All training has to be aligned to the NAAASP Standard Operating Procedures and the NAAASP Education and Training Framework, both available on GOV.UK. 

In order to ensure a safe and effective service, it is imperative that the screeners who perform the scans are trained to the highest standard and are competent in their work. It is necessary for them to maintain that high level of competence by through development and regular monitoring of their skills and QA of the images they take. The CST is pivotal in ensuring that screening staff are competent to perform scans; as such, they too need to be competent in their role in providing local training, support and mentoring to trainee screeners.

The following units have been produced to provide sonographers or clinical vascular scientists an introduction into their role as a clinical skills trainer (CST) and forms part of the required training framework. The units cover the basic knowledge and skills required to mentor and assess a new trainee screening technician within NAAASP and also the requirements for a CST in the ongoing provision of internal quality assurance within the programme. The e-learning units that the trainee screening technicians must undertake have also been included as part of the training for CSTs. These units are included to provide a refresher to the CST's and to ensure an understanding of the required depth of knowledge that is required for screening technicians.
Unit 1 - Giving feedback and handling difficult conversations
Equips CSTs with the skills to deal with a failing trainee. This unit covers the principles of giving feedback and having difficult conversations.
Unit 2 - Communication skills for NAAASP
Equips the student with the knowledge to develop their communication skills.
Unit 3 - The NHS Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme
Provides trainee clinical skills trainers with an understanding of NAAASP including the different staff groups, the screening process, the importance of reports, standards and key performance indicators.
Unit 4 - Mentoring and assessing in NAAASP
Enables clinical skills trainers to mentor and assess trainee screening technicians in NAAASP
Unit 5 - Health knowledge screening module
Helps experienced practitioners expand their teaching methods, and get novices up to speed on the evaluation and delivery of screening. The first part covers evidence about screening, and the second part comprises four further chapters covering skills relating to application of this evidence in daily practice.
Unit 6 - Principles of AAA screening and treatment
Enables learners to develop knowledge and understanding of the main principles related to abdominal aortic aneurysm screening and treatment options for abdominal aortic aneurysm.
Unit 7 - Principles of ultrasound
Provides a basic understanding of the principles of ultrasound for imaging the abdominal aorta within a screening environment.
Prerequisites for the role of CST
Individuals undertaking this role must:
· hold a recognised CASE accredited qualification in sonography and or full Society of Vascular Technology accreditation (SVT)
· have a minimum of two years post qualification experience 
· have a qualification and/or demonstrable skills in teaching and mentoring others 
·  be operating under one of NAAASP’s local AAA screening programmes 
· have experience of scanning abdominal aortic aneurysms 
· provide evidence of CPD/ongoing reaccreditation with appropriate professional bodies 
Role and responsibilities of CST
The CST is responsible to the local screening programme director/lead ultrasound clinician and will be an advanced practitioner who holds a CASE-accredited qualification or full SVT accreditation. They will also have completed the NAAASP mandatory training for CSTs. The CST is responsible for staff training and regular review of staff for quality assurance. 

In line with the job description issued by local screening programmes, the main purpose and dimensions of the role of CST in addition to their screening and other duties are: 

· be responsible for the clinical training and supervision of new and existing staff, ensuring they are familiar with scanning techniques and the screening programme procedures and high standards of work are maintained 
· perform clinical assessments of trainee screening technicians at the specified assessment gateways as per NAAASP Timeline for Training and Accreditation and ensure trainee technicians complete their portfolio of experience 
· manage and review the work of the screeners at regular intervals as per programme quality assurance framework and instigate further training where necessary 
· undertake annual performance reviews 
· plan and provide local training and CPD sessions for screeners including supervisory sessions as per clinical training requirements 
· offer support and advice to screeners if they encounter problems or unusual findings, particularly associated with conditions in patients or technical malfunctions 
· ensure all screening technicians are aware of and understand the scope of practice for screening technicians in NAAASP 
· undertake accurate abdominal ultrasound scanning as part of the local AAA screening programme 
· ensure that members of the public attending clinics are informed and are fully aware of the implications AAA screening 
· attend and prepare reports regarding screening technician clinical performance for the local programme board 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Information taken from AAA screening programme clinical skills trainer handbook.



