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Firstly, it was good to get such positive comments from the lead verifier on my completed exercise. I had not completed one like this before and was rather apprehensive about what I had submitted. 
Receiving and reviewing the standard response was extremely helpful and definitely good for signposting areas to develop. 
The response states that this exercise is notorious for seeing differences of opinion and rarely assessors map exactly the same. This was encouraging to see as it was something that had crossed my mind when I was completing the exercise – the element of individuality to assessment. 
Upon reviewing the standard response, I feel that my VARCS assessment was in line, and in broad agreement, with the standard response. I could have been more specific at times, such as demonstrating the 2 year rule for current evidence. Or relate to specific evidence such as the health and safety Act. 
In terms of the mapping to unit 4, I think generally I was in agreement. There was only one learning outcome which I was in complete disagreement – a red on the standard exercise and a green for me. One aspect that did not occur to me was that I did not mark it against all the unit 4 learning outcomes i.e even the ones that it does not relate to at all (red). 
Where I did seem to differ quite significantly was on the holistic mapping, outside of unit 4. I think that this likely demonstrates my lack of familiarity and experience with the mapping document. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, it was good to review the good practice guidelines. This has given me more confidence to perform a professional discussion in the future, something that I have not had much experience in doing. It was useful to note that it is acceptable to use the assessment as a learning opportunity as long as the assessor’s input is balanced with respect to a units 80% sufficiency bench work. Professional discussion is ideally used as a summative assessment for gaps in the knowledge and this is something I will be mindful of in the future.
In conclusion, this exercise and a review of the standard response has been extremely beneficial to me and will help my assessing practice in the future. 
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