Healthcare Science week 2024 – 14/3/24

I was involved in this year’s healthcare science week, in the organisation and delivery for our department. Healthcare science week promotes the profession to both service users and people interested in a career. 
I attended a few organisational teams’ meetings and contributed to those sessions, making suggestions for the promotion and delivery of the event. These meetings brought colleagues together from many different disciplines and across the two Bristol hospitals. 
From these meetings it was decided that a small evening event would take place in the BRI where students could book into hear talks across the discipline. Our trainee presented a session on behalf of our department, outlining what we do and how we fit into the patient pathway. 
Additionally, we organised a stand in the main atrium of Southmead hospital and collated promotional material and information to include on the stand. We also had representatives from other disciplines, including genetics, cytology and biomedical teams. A colleague and I represented the team on the stand for the afternoon, talking to patients and staff walking past about our role. 
It was a worthwhile opportunity, for several reasons. It was really enjoyable to network with other healthcare scientists about their roles. It has encouraged me to take time in my CPD hours to visit some of these departments to learn more about the other healthcare disciplines. We also imparted some useful information to members of the public. One gentleman saw information about aortic aneurysms on our stand and came to talk to us about his father who had died of a ruptured AAA. We informed him that they can be hereditary and that he should be screened if he had not already been. He had not and was grateful of the information. 
The promotion of healthcare science is important for both patients and the future of our profession and is something that is important for everyone to get involved in.  
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