Good evening All.
My name is Colette and I am one of the team of Vascular Physiologists here is SJH.
On behalf of my colleagues (Collette, Niamh, Eoin, Niamh) and myself we would like to express to everyone a very warm welcome to our educational open evening.
This department has engaged with the Clinical Measurement course from its beginnings and for many years we have trained and supported students who have chosen the Vascular module and indeed most of our staff are past students of the course.
One thing we have often heard from students is that before their Vascular placement they didn’t really grasp what the field involved and that they were surprised how much they really enjoyed it.
So, the purpose of this open evening is to help you to have a clearer understanding of a career in Vascular Physiology and the important role we play in the care of our patients.
We hope you will enjoy your visit where you will be given a tour of the Vascular Suite, you will observe some of the scans that we do, you can enjoy refreshments and our Clinical Director, Dr Mary Paula Colgan will speak with you later on.  We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Dr Colgan for all her help and support of this event.
We are joined this evening by some of our fellow Vascular Physiologists from the Blackrock Clinic and Mater Hospital and we would encourage you all to speak with them as they will give you a great insight into what their own labs can offer should you choose a career in Vascular.  We would like to express our deepest gratitude to them for coming out to support us this evening.
Our current 4th year student, Caoimhe, also joins us this evening to chat to any of you who may be interested in finding out more from a student’s perspective.  We are very grateful for her help, especially as it is her final week of placement.
Many thanks also to your PEC Lorna and tutor Tina for their support and help to organise this meeting.
As part of our scan demonstrations some of our outpatients have agreed to come in to have their aortas scanned and you will be able to observe these.  We appreciate them volunteering their time.  To avoid overcrowding in the rooms during this part of the evening, we would ask the students to divide yourselves into approximately 6 groups of 4-5 people.  We are happy to answer any questions that you may have about the scans but ask that you do so when you have left the room and not in front of the patient as their dignity and privacy is of the utmost importance to us.  Thank you.
So, without further delay, we will start our tour.  Staff will be on hand to guide and assist you around the department and again we are delighted to answer any questions that you may have during your visit.  Thank you all.   
