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1. Apologies: Siobhan Meagher, Shakila Choudhury, Trevor Townsend, Ria Sharpe.

Present: Thomas Cranfield, Matt Bartlett, Tracey Gall, Anne Delossantos, Ed Ramage.
 
2. Previous minutes – circulated and agreed as correct.  To be sent to secure area of website when this is reinstated.

3. Date of next committee meeting: Friday 12th December                       

4. Executive committee feedback:  From the last meeting the website issues had been put as a priority for fixing.  This now appears to be working fine.
OFSA mocks have now taken place and went well – final exams have taken place. Changes in the CF highlighted – Rebecca has now left and there is a new strategy committee in place to raise funds and give awards.  5x £1K awards open to any non-doctor involved in vascular.
Conference plans are progressing with provisional invited speakers.

5. Practical Exams – Practical exam/ accreditation document needs amending for those returning to work after AVS has expired for longer than 5 years.   It was discussed if they should have a number of scans before reapplying.  After discussion it was decided that it was not necessary to keep a log book and there would be no requirement to produce numbers.  Applicants do need to retake both theory exams and sit practical exam.  They will need to produce 25 previous reports and other usual practical requirements.  A new document for reaccreditation will be developed.  It takes approx. 3 months from receipt of application to sitting exam.  In the last quarter 9 have passed, 1 has failed and 4 are pending.
Contact was made from an Australian vascular sonographer who wanted to take the AVS exams and needed to know requirements.  It was agreed that any reference and numbers of scans from previous employment overseas would be accepted as evidence.
AD to create reaccreditation document with changes discussed.


6. Newsletter questions:   SM asked if there were particular areas of syllabus to ask for questions in the newsletter.   Physics needs safety and Q&A, Tech need venous and fistulae.  No issues to feedback from newsletter questions.

7. Study Days – 

· CEUS of EVAR study day booked for Friday 24th October.  Faculty to be finalised but film of CEUS protocol has been made in place of seeing live procedure.  Bracco are sponsoring the food and refreshments.  
· 2 day fundamental study days are booked for January 15th/16th at Addenbrookes.  Need to book faculty, catering and couches/machines etc.  Matt will email previous programme over to Ed.  Helen Dixon from Kings has volunteered to help with physics lectures.
· Revision days in March need to be booked – Matt will contact Kerry re suitable venues but will book Royal Free again failing finding another suitable venue.
· The exam rooms are usually arranged by Mary Ellis at Charing Cross but we may need to book bigger capacity rooms as it was tight last year.  Tom will investigate Faraday rooms at Kings to see if they can accommodate 40 delegates.  TG to forward STP dates to Tom to avoid clashing.
 
8. Technology exam review:  2 candidates re-sat the technology exam.  One passed and one failed.  4 questions were removed but this did not affect pass/fail outcome.

9. Physics exam review – 7 re-sat the physics exam.  4 passed and 3 failed.  No questions were removed.

10. Venous Forum – No further contact from the Forum.  This is Michelle’s last meeting.  Handover to new rep will be via email.  We are due to be involved in the VF this April 2015 and await further information.

11. CPD – Shakila has done random selection of members for audit and has letters ready to be sent.  Members have 6 weeks to produce evidence.
Alison asked in her email report wether more should be done to encourage members to comply with CPD as 20% of the membership (one who has already paid the £250 reinstatement fee) have failed to do so.  It was felt that current level of reminders was sufficient and members should take some responsibility for themselves.
Alison also asked to discuss how we planned to proceed with reflective practice.  It has been discussed at previous meetings and was due to be developed for 2014/2015 implementation but problems with the website has delayed this.  
As previously discussed the reflective CPD would only be checked for members who are selected for audit.  We need some method of recording this and electronically would be the best method as it would seem like a step backwards asking members to submit paper record.  As there are different types of reflective practice it was suggested that we reviewed the HCPC and IPEM audit and proceed from there.  It was also recommended that for members who have completed the equivalence process and register CPD with HCPC, SVT submission would not be necessary.

TG to review HCPC and IPEM and bring suggestions to next meeting to discuss in December.


12. Training Issues – There will be a trainee breakout session in the AGM.  Teresa Fail would like to be involved and has suggested an OFSA feedback session.  It was suggested we combine this with an SVT practical exam preparation lecture and unusual waveform analysis.
TG to contact Teresa Fail and organise programme.



13. Newsletter content – Resit exam results, information about the trainee breakout session, advert for study days and exams.  Trainee competition results.
Puzzle.

14. Committee role changes – Alison Charig will be stepping down from CPD and Michelle Bonfield is stepping down from VF.  It was suggested we combine the VF and BMUS roles as they require meeting attendance at different times and level of input required may vary.
Davinder Virdee and Ibtisam Ali have expressed interest in becoming involved.

TG to contact them about the roles.

15. AOB –  Email queries to discuss:
· NAAASP quality programme manager has been in touch and asked if we could review the number of CPD points awarded for the training days.  It currently stands at 2 points per day.   It was felt that the number of points currently awarded was sufficient and not increase would be made.
· STP students had been in touch asking if they would be eligible to sit the SVT practical exam on completion of their course providing they had the relevant numbers.  There was mixed response from the committee as some felt that whilst they had spent 9 months away from the lab this was still in a clinical environment and developing them and scientists.  Others felt that it should be fair for everyone and 3 years full time scanning was required.  As no decision was reached it was suggested that we would vote by email and move forward.
TG to contact all education committee members with vote.

· It has been noticed that on the drop down menu for submitting CPD points there is an item that states ‘ exam invigilator – 2 points’ this need removing from the website.
TG to contact IAN Hill re: removal from the website.












                   



