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MINUTES 






SVT EDUCATION COMMITTEE






      Date Oct/Nov 2020
Virtual meetings (COVID19) 

	Committee Position
	Name
	Initial

	Education Committee Chair
	Heather Anderson-AVS
	HA

	Exam Registration Officer
	Laura Haworth-AVS
	LH

	Physics Theory Exam Officer
	Sophie McDermott-AVS (returned from ML Oct 20))
Caroline Dainty-AVS (maternity leave Dec 20)
	SM

CD

	Vascular Technology Theory Exam Officer
	Ming Yeung-AVS (left committee Oct 20)
	MY

	Practical Examination Officers
	Kelly-Marie Swagell-AVS (currently on ML)

Laura Haworth=AVS
	KMS
LH

	CPD Officer
	Hannah Lines-AVS
	HL

	Co-CPD Officer
	Amy Bolsworth-AVS
	AB

	Online CPD Questions Officer
	Alison Dumphy Smith-AVS (soon to be leaving committee)

Ryan Ward 
	ADS
RW

	STP/Trainee Rep
	Ryan Ward
	RW

	Study Day Organisers
	Davinder Virdee (Tutorial)-AVS
Asif Dilshad (Fundamentals)-AVS
	DV

AD

	Educational Pathways Rep
	Helena Edlin-AVS
	HE

	Surgical Training Day (2021 AGM)
	Felicity Woodgate-AVS
	FW

	Non-Portfolio Member
	Hannah Williamson-AVS (Interim practical exam co-officer) covering Kelly’s ML. 
	HW


	Actions
	By whom

	CPD to confirm process of receiving attendance register for AVS members logging into virtual AGM.  Co-ordinate with Carole Tennison. 
	HL/AB

	 CPD team to allocate points to ?single talks/or group day events?  
	AL/AB

	Heather to advertise CPD points for AGM-request AVS contact CPD team individually? 
	HA

	Heather to compile CPD opportunities to present in AGM EdComm report-IDW dates, online questions, fundamental/exam study days etc. 
	HA

	Heather to contact research/professional standards committee on behalf of CPD team to enquire about contact details for LW. 
	HA-done

	Co-ordinate any change to exam pages with Carlos (website officer)
	MY, SM, LH

	Sophie to co-ordinate linking ARDMS info on exam scoring into hyperlink on SVT website.  
	SM

	Following confirmation from Ryan, Laura to update theory examination dates on website, with COVID19 statement.
	LH

	Helena to coordinate SVT advertising STP curriculum review with SVT website officer Carlos
	HE

	Heather to advertise STP review consultations as part of AGM EdComm report
	HA


	1.


	CPD Team meeting

ATTENDANCE: Hannah Lines, Amy Bolsworth & Heather Anderson

DATE: 15th October 2020 1pm

10% CPD AUDIT COMPLETED

26 AVS selected (8 removed due to being audited within last 3 membership years). Outstanding 18 AVS members all passed audit and continue valid AVS status into next membership year. 

END OF YEAR CPD FOR ALL OTHER AVS MEMBERS

15 people with <30 CPD points on 31st August 2020. CPD contacted members via email registered on SVT profile. 6 members continue to be lapsed beyond grace period of 30th September.

1. CPD are trying to contact a member (LW) regarding AVS lapsed however have not received any response to lapsed AVS alert using email address register to SVT profile. Heather found out member is on maternity leave therefore not picking up work emails and may not be aware of lapsed AVS, text forwarded to member via colleague asking member to contact CPD team. Reason not disclosed to colleague. 
2. Only one request for remedial programme received beyond 30th September, awaiting re-instatement fee before AVS is returned to ‘valid status’ 

CPD team commented that the online CPD entry system now appears to be fully streamlined and this is the first year there have been minimal complications with submissions of CPD, reflective learning etc. 

CPD POINTS

CPD team allocated 4 CPD points to all AVS members to cover them for COVID19 period April-Aug 2020, Well received and considered fair by AVS community. 

CPD looking at how we can support AVS members going into second wave Winter 2020 (membership year 2020-2021). 

· Following release of Summer, Autumn, Winter, Spring sessions, the online CPD questions will remain ‘live’ for the remainder of membership year 2020-2021. We hope this will offer plenty of opportunity for AVS to identify shortfalls in CPD activity and earn up to 8 CPD via this method.

· The Theory Exam Officers have confirmed that the IDWs will run next year, offering further opportunity for AVS members to earn CPD.

· If towards the end of the membership year, AVS are commenting of difficulties in obtaining CPD, the CPD will consider another CPD exemption, however at this stage we feel there should be ample opportunity for AVS to plan their CPD at the start of 2020-2021 membership year (in contrast to 2019-2020 when COVID resulted in planned CPD activity being cancelled with no further opportunity to make up CPD by end of membership year).  

CPD for 2020 AGM

AGM has moved to virtual meeting this year. Carole Tennison (AGM organiser) confirms that CPD team will be able to access register of AVS members who attend SVT meetings, therefore CPD team will be allocate appropriate CPD points as per CPD drop down menu. CPD team to look at AGM itinery and decide whether to allocate points to individual sessions (Eg one hour presentation) or group sessions/days. Heather to inform/advertise method of claiming CPD, would CPD team prefer for AVS to contact them directly requesting CPD certificate?



	2.
	EXAMINATION TEAM MEETING
ATTENDANCE: Ming Yeung, Caroline Dainty, Sophie McDermott, Laura Haworth, Darlene Leuschke (only attended for Inteleos related content only). 

DATE: 19th October 2020 

Sophie McDermott returns back from maternity leave into position of joint Physics Theory Examination Officer (welcome back!). Caroline Dainty (joint Physics exam officer) will commence maternity leave Dec 2020-all the best Caroline!)

Laura continues to run practical exam applications, with support of Hannah Williamson.

THEORY EXAM SCORING 

Sophie would like to include a link to the ARDMS page relating to more detailed information regarding how the SVT theory exams are scored onto the SVT education pages.  Decision to supply live link only so that info on SVT pages are most up to date publications. 

THEORY EXAM DATES 2021
Inteleos have released 2021 exam dates on their website. SVT website needs to be updated to reflect these dates, with addition of clause stating running of exams is dependent on current COVID19 status. 
SPRING 2021 ADMINISTRATION

APPLICATION DATES

26th January 2021 – 6th April 2021
REGISTRATION DATES

26th January 2021 – 20th May 2021

These are the dates in which candidates may set-up their appointment time to test at Pearson Vue.

ADMINISTRATION DATES

20th April 2021 – 20th May 2021
These are the dates in which candidates test.

EXAM RESULTS RELEASE DATE

19th July 2021


AUTUMN ADMINISTRATION
APPLICATION DATES
3rd August 2021 – 12th October 2021

REGISTRATION DATES

3rd August 2021 – 25th November 2021

These are the dates in which candidates may set-up their appointment time to test at Pearson Vue.

ADMINISTRATION DATES

26th October 2021 – 25th November 2021

These are the dates in which candidates test.

EXAM RESULTS RELEASE DATE

24th January 2022

Exam dates forwarded onto Trainee Rep Ryan Ward to ensure no clashes with STP events. Then publish dates on SVT website. 

2020 Autumn administration-issues with Pearson Vue not opening all exam centres, and then only offering limited number of exams. SVT unaware of this prior to releasing exam dates. All members who are struggling to sit Autumn exams have been offered full refund from Inteleos. 

For 2021 exams, Inteleos need to confirm with SVT (Laura) on status of examination centres so that we can guarantee exam availability prior to members applications and payments. 

SVT RESEARCH MODULE 
Darlene asked for update on planned introduction of SVT research module into AVS syllabus. No developments so far, therefore will not be introduced into 2021 exams. Aim for 2022 exams, with some exam question writing to be done  around content at IDW June 2021. No requirement for addition of sub-section into Tech exam syllabus. 
STP EQUIVALENCE DOCUMENT 
No response from AHCS regarding collaboration for developing equivalence portfolio in line with new STP curriculum (due to be completed Dec 2020) and new research module. Last correspondence from AHCS23rd June. Lee Smith (SVT president) is attending AHCS meeting 26th Nov, hopefully he will be able to discuss further. 

IDW

2020 May/June IDW cancelled due to COVID19. Venues allowed us to credit account with booking for 2021. We will need to run IDW 2021 as we have to increase question bank, therefore provisional booking made for June 2021. Ming and Caroline have contacted AVS members who had signed up for 2020 informing them of new dates, they get first refusal. If in-person meeting cannot occur, we will run a remote IDW despite the challenges this poses with large groups. ?Consider breaking into smaller IDW groups for remote sessions? 

Inteleos confirm that they are unable to attend IDW in person however can provide IDW attendees with pre=recorded IDW training prior to IDW events. Attendees can complete training in own time, rather than it taking up previous exam writing time at the IDW. ?smaller groups for one day IDWs?
MINIMUM SCAN NUMBERS

Due to COVID, many more centres are seeing a pause, or reduction in venous services, with some HOS stating this is likely to be long term. Now would be a good time to review the minimum numbers of scan types required for the SVT logbook. 
Plan is to set up a short-life working group to review this, with stakeholders from

· Heads of Service from centres who no longer, and those who still run venous services.
· Current AVS trainees.

· STP Graduates.

· Educational pathway lead (expertise on new practical element of STP curriculum).

Heather to advertise at AGM. Plan to implement membership year 2021-2022, hopefully in line with release of new research module and ?AVS equivalence document? 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION QUERY-MING YEUNG

Ming is due to act as an external examiner next month. Trainee and host centre not disclosed by Ming. 

Ming raised concerns that the carotid protocol states multiple research studies/papers/authors which offer different grading criteria, however only one is stated on the report. 

Ming raised concern that the trainee may be disadvantaged at the time of the practical examination if they report using one of the other criteria present in the protocol, but not the criteria stated on the report. 

The Committee group recognised that it is not the place of the SVT to comment on individual departmental protocols. However, for the purpose of the examination, Ming could ask the host department for further clarification surrounding what protocol/grading they will adhere to when reporting carotid disease during the examination.  For the purpose of the examination only, would the host department be willing to select the same/matching grading criteria for both the protocol and report? 

Ming will liase with host department for further clarification and discussion. 



	3.
	STUDY DAYS

ATTENDANCE: Heather Anderson & Asif Dilshad 

DATE:9th November 2020 

Asif and Davinder are looking to run fundamentals and exam study days 2021. In touch with website officer Carlos who believes MS teams or Zoom (?SVT has subscription) would be a suitable platform to host study days as this allow screen sharing. 

Option to pre-record presentations and be available to ‘live questions afterwards? 

Asif and Davinder will take forward. 

Felicity has kindly agreed to co-ordinate surgical study day at 2021 AGM. Conference call to be set up for start 2021 to share information with Felicity and start designing study day. 


	4.
	ONLINE CDPD QUESTIONS

2020-2021 membership year questions will remain live until 31st August 2021. 



	5.
	EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS
ATTENDANCE-Helena Edlin & Heather Anderson

Date 19th Oct 2020

· Level 4 HCS Apprenticeship credit review
Assume this hasn’t happened – Helena hasn’t heard from them.

Registration for Level 4 Associates

Elaine Jenkins (AHCS) has let Helena know that this is now being looked into again. We are hopeful for AHCS registration
· Undergraduate (level 6 )degree/apprenticeship in Vascular Science

Discussions in March went well, however, no progress since then due to the pandemic.

Helena will contact UWE. 

· Masters level (Level 7) Apprenticeships

Not heard anything from this group.
· STP Curriculum Review

On schedule to complete in Dec. Finalising the modules to send out to consultation.

SVT can advertise/distribute documents for consultation, Helena to coordinate with website officer Carlos.  Heather to advertise as part of EdComm report. 

NSHCS Themed Board (members: physiological sci professional bodies, universities, employer reps, trainee reps, NSHCS execs, AHCS reps

 7/8/2020 (Teams meeting)
STP recruitment was online and went well

IACC (OSFA) ? how do we proceed in the future? Do we do something similar? (I fed back that Paper exercise is not appropriate for vascular.)

STP – 3.5K applicants, 338 interviews, 35 unsuccessful outcomes, 293 direct and 59 in service

50 HSST

New SVT award

How do we proceed? Introduce something similar to ARDMS POCUS courses? 

Sonography Preceptorship Meeting 

This has just picked up again. No vascular input required but I’m keeping a eye on things.



	
	CHANGES IN COMMITTEE

Heather will be stepping down as chair and handing over to Hannah Lines Nov 2020. 

Amy Bolsworth will kindly continue with CPD. Amy will let us know if she requires a second CPD officer. 

Alison Dumphy-Smith has stepped down as Online CPD questions officer. Alison, thank you very much for your time volunteering for the committee. We wish you all the best for the future. Ryan will take over this position alongwith his role as trainee rep. 

Ming Yeung will be stepping down as Theory Examination Officer (Technology paper). Ming has supported the SVT for many years. Many thanks for all the time you have invested in the Edcomm, you will be missed. 




